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The intelligence organisations of the Depariments of State, the
Asny, the Havy, the Air Forve, and the Jeint Staff participated
with the Central Intelligence Agensy in the preperation of this
sstimate. A1) members of tho Intelligence Advisory Committes
conmmrwed in this sstimate on 8 Ostober 1952,
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SB~33s FROSPRCTS. FOR SURVIVAL CF
MOSSADED REGIME IN YRAN®

CONCIDSIONS

1o On the basis of availazbie evidence we believe that the
Hossadeg Government can survive at least for the next six moaths
uniess illshealth or death remwves Mossadeg from the Iranian
poiitiesl soene.

2. If Kayhani should ocome to power, the most probable result
wuld be the progressive detariorstion of Iran, possibly leading to
the eventual assumption of power by the Tudeh.

R

# This estimute has besn praparad in response to an urgent, specific
request and is an interim estimsts pending the preparaticn of a
more comprehensive ons which is under way.
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THE OIL ISSUE

3. 4n early settlement of ‘the oil disputs with the UK ie
unlikely. Folitical forces whioh Mossadeq himsclf encouraged in
the past now reguire him to insist wpon greater ooncessions than
the British have given any indication of finding acceptable. On
the other hand, Mossadeq's prestige would be graestly exhanced if
he suctssdad in effecting the sale of oil despite the British

wto
THE BCONOMIC SITUATION

ko The loss of ol revemos has not sericusly damaged the
Iranian eechomy, primarily besause of an excellent harvest, although
-~ there have hoen some price insreases, curdailment of urban business
activities, and redaction of imports. However, tho financial
position of the govermment has boen sericusly affected. Unless the
govermnmant restores revenues from the sale of oi), substantial
budgetary cute and/or extensive intermal borrowing and further
mmémy expansion are inevitable.
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FACTORS OF POLITICAL POWER

56

8o

Do

Recent events have produced far-reaching changee

in the traditional factors of politicsl power in
Iretic As & prestical matter, the Shah has almost
ocorpletely lost his espability for independent
aciion, at iz & useful tool for Mossadeq, should
nesd sriss. %Ths fommerly dominant landowning olass
hais also lost polities] initiative, The Armed
Forees, if given eifective direation, are probably
capable of ocoping with any type of domesstic dis-
turbance prasently foresecable. We do not beIleve
that their effectivensas has been materially redaced
hy Mossadeqg's changes in the high command. Mossadeq®s
populaer prentige makee him still the dominant polit-
iozl foree im Ifan,

A r#njcr threat to Mossadeq®s contimied contrel over
the helarogenscus lNational Front arises from the
activities of Mulleh Kashani, ambitious Moslem leadsr.
Kashani's exirsme intransigeance on the o3l issue
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and his uncorgpromising demands for the termimation
of all foreiza imterferance in Iran severely limit
Mosgadeg’s freedom of action. He has succesafully
separated many National Front politiclans from
Mossadeq. Although Kashani hos expressed optimism
Fdlicdy with respect to his ability to control
Tudsh, he is dasically opposed to their aims,

- probably oan weigh with shrewdness and accurscy the
potential value and denger to him of Tudeh support;
and is not likely under preseont conditions to seek
their help.

Co While the Tudeh Party has becoms stronger in recent
months, it is almest certainly inezpable by itself
of wérﬂuuwzng the government by foree or sudb-
version at present, Although the Tudeh Party has
an organisstion, has a significant degree of favorable
rpublic opinion, and has the cooperation of the USSR,
it otill lacks & legsl status and the power in the
Majlis and sowtrol of the key Cabinet positions
which would be necessary to take over the‘ governmant
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by constitutional means. The Tudeh Party will;
however, probably support Xashani in the ballef
that if Kashani were in power its opportunities
for taking over the countyy weuld be improved,

LIKELIHOOD OF AN ATTEMPT TO OVERTHROW MOSSADEQ

6. Since Mogsadeq®s retarn to power in July 1952 thers have
hoen contimous reports of plots to overthrow him. Kashani and
Arsy officers ars fraquently wentioned as leadsrs, btut the reporis
conflist on matters of essential detail. It does not seem likely
that Kagheni will sasek to replace Mossadeq B0 long &s mo olear
izsues of disagresment arise betwesn them, 20 long as his influense
on Mogsadeq remeins styong, and so long as Mossadeq is willing to
sgsume responsibility. So far ss a military ecup is concerned; we
have no evidonge to indieate that any group of officers has the
@apabiiity whieh the initiation of a succeseful eoup would roqt\iroo '

PROBABLE OUTCOME OF AN ATTEMPT TO OVERTHROW MOSSADE)

7. In the event that an attempt is made to overthrow Mossadaqg,
the following meens are availebdles

-5o
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a4, Violent Means:

b

Military Coups A military coup against Mossadeq
is not likely to succeed because anadoq has
had the opportunity to eliminate elememts in
the Army hostile to him, and none of the Army
personnel reported as ourrently being involved
in plots ageinst Mossadeq are bellieved t0 have
the prestige or influence to obtain the necessary
support from the Army.
¥Mod Violance: A contest in the streets between
the foraes supporting Mossadeq and Kashani would
ba bitter and destructive. The lineup of forces
would depend in large part on the specific issues
involived at the time the rioting broke out. If
thers should be & break now between Mossadeq
and Kashani, we believe that Mossadeq oould rally
greater forces than Kashani. The lineup would
probably be as follows:
(a) Mossadeq: the bulk of the Nationsl Front
ranic and file in the cities; Dr. Baghai‘s
Irsnian Workers® Party with their organised

& 6 «
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street fighting forcess the Somkam (Faacist)
Party, provided the Tudsh supported Kashani;
the Fan Irsnian Party; and the Army and
part: of the Folice force, providing they
were given apecific and direct orders.

{b) Xashani: his followers in the Nationkl
Fronts the Bazaar mobs and the bands organ-
4ged by his son; the Fedzyan terrorist
organisation of Moslem extremists; the
Tudsh and its nﬁana subsidiaries; and
possibly some support from the tribes ir
the Army sided with Mossadeq.

iii. Lssassination: Assassination of Mossadeq would
prebahly result in the accession to power of
Kaghard. (Notes Kashani would probably also
some 40 power if Mossadeq should retire or die
s natural death.)

bo Constitutional means: An attempt may be made to
overthrow Mossadeq after the Majlis reconvenes on
9 October. It appears unlikely that Kssheni could
persuade the Majlis to vote to oust Mossadeq in view

I
o -«
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of the absence of smy issue which ocould serve as &
basis for sttagking Mossadaq, the resources at
Mossadeq’s disposal for controlling the deliberations
of the Majlis and Mocsadeq's rao;rd as ehampion of
naticnalist aspirations. |

PUFNCES OF THE ASSUMPTICN OF PONER BY KASH

8. Tf Keshani were to come to power, the consequences would
depend upon the circumstances of the take-over and upon the gxoup
or gmps supporting him at that time.  Kashani might come to power
bys

8. A vote of the Majlis unseating Mossadeqo
Do Assuming control over amother Hational Front regime
if Mossadeq ware ramoved from the political scene.
¢o A deel with the Tudeh Party by which Tudsh was
given ropresentation in the government.
d. A ooalition with various disgruntled Army leadsrs
and oomérvaﬁiva olmonta#
If Kashani should came to power, the probable not result in Iran
would be a situation worse for Western interests than the current
one. The regime would be more duﬂcnlt than the present one to
dzal with om the oil disputc and more resistant to all Western

> § -
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influnence. i‘he affectiveness of the governmont and the sesurity
forces would dsaline, as would the economic situation. There is
10 assurance thst the regime would not de overthrown by Moesadeq,
ty internal dissension, or by s military coup, with trend changes
we canmot presently predict, However, the probabdle ultimate con-
sequenca of .a Kaehan! rogime would ds the progressive goneral |
detarioration of Iren possibly leading to the eventual assumption
of power by the Tudelio
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